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Chief Dive Supervisor Notes 
 MSG James Spaw 
 

HOOYAH!! We now have 3 additional Master Divers.  
Congratulations go out to SFC Chebahtah, SFC Lubin and SFC Vance. I 
would also like to say goodbye to Terry Bryant SFC/MDV (retired) and Jim 
Musser MSG/MDV (retired). I have served with both and consider them 
great NCO’s, and they will always be good friends. 

In the training realm we are still in the process of working through 
the Interservice Training Office (ITRO) and TRADOC to accurately report 
training resource needs in Panama City, FL.  The major training issue for 
the Active Component is the switch to revision 6 of the Dive Manual in 
June.  The current plan is for SFC Chebahtah, once on station at Fort Eustis, 
to provide the training to the unit leaders to bring them up to speed. 1SG 
Baumgartner in Hawaii will do the same for the 7th Engineer Dive 
Detachment. Another active component and future NG training need is the 
new web based DJRS that the Navy developed.  CPT West is taking the lead 
on coordinating with NAVSEA OOC. Once we figure out the way ahead I 
will be sending out further guidance to all the commands for 
implementation. 

Future training issues within the Dive Community will be geared 
toward NG sustainment training.  This will be on going until they can develop Diving Supervisors, a 

Master Diver, and get the proper equipment.  The quickest solution for 
the personnel piece will be for an active component senior E-6 or E-7 
to volunteer to go to the Active Guard/Reserve (AGR). For those who 
are interested, feel free to contact me to assist in the process.  The only 
AGR position that they have at this time is an E-7 or E-8 Master 
Diver. There are 6 NG Soldiers currently in the pipeline to become 
NG Army Divers, 2 will graduate in July and 4 more start school in 
May of 08.  

An update on personnel moves.  I am currently trying to move 
the unfilled E-8 1SG position to the Engineer School under Combat 
Development. The combat developer will then be an E-8 Master 
Diver.  This would free up the current E-7 slot in Combat 
Development to move into the equipment training developer slot.  For 
all other NCO’s/Soldiers who have been on station for longer than 5 
years, you need to be proactive and work through your commands to 
move to other positions within the Army diving community.  If you 
have more than 5 years on station, the needs of the Army and Army 
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Diving will take precedence. Moving to different commands and or staff positions will help your 
promotion potential and diversify the diving knowledge throughout the dive teams. The commands and I 
always like volunteers since the gaining command is getting a Soldier who is motivated and wants to be 
there. 

Doctrinal changes and updates are being worked.  Updating FM 20-11 is long overdue and is my 
first priority. Until that is implemented continue to use the current Navy Dive Manual (revision 6).  
Before I move on to life in the civilian world in May of 2009, my plan is to complete a review and update 
of FM 3-34.280.   

I would like to say thanks to all the divers and their families for the sacrifices they make daily.  
Continue doing the tremendous work you are doing for the Engineer Regiment, it is noticed at all levels.  
In closing, always remember diving accidents and mishaps can almost always be attributed to training and 
maintenance deficiencies. It is up to the Master Divers and Diving Supervisors to enforce safety 
standards, never take short cuts, and mitigate risk at all times.  MSG Spaw out.  
 
 

Training Developer and Bottom Times Editor 
SFC Ray Ramirez 
 

To start off, I would like to congratulate our newest Master Divers, SFC Chebahtah, SFC Lubin, 
and SFC Vance.  You all did an outstanding job.  

The past couple of months have been extremely busy.  To keep dive training current and to 
provide the field’s newest Soldiers with the foundation to be successful, course reviews were conducted 
of all our courses in Florida.  The results prompted a Critical Task List scrub, which was conducted 
during Master Diver Evaluations with all the 21D Senior Leadership.  The end result is training at Dive 
School is top notch and will continue with minimal change.  

Upon return from MDV evaluations, myself and MSG Spaw taught a very successful Phase 1 
class, graduating 9 Active Army and 4 National Guard Soldiers.  With one prior graduate, this brings us to 
a total of 14 Soldiers attending Second Class School in May.  All Soldiers are very strong and will be a 
huge asset to the dive community.   

As for the future, I will be working diligently at getting Dive School’s Course Administration 
Data inputted into the Army’s Automated Systems Approach to Training database and then sent up to 
TRADOC for approval.  These documents will assist in accurately depicting our resource requirements 
and will be used in an upcoming Resource Requirement Audit.  

Once again, I would like to thank everyone for their article submissions.  Keep in mind that 
pictures say a thousand words, so please send pictures with your submissions, if you can.  I know many of 
our readers intend on reading the newsletter, but can’t find the time, so the addition of more pictures 
would be beneficial. 

In addition, if there is anyone that did not receive this via email and would like to, send your 
contact information to:   
 
      SFC Ray Ramirez 

21D Training Developer / Master Diver 
Email: raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil 
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Fort Eustis  
U.S Army Dive Company (Prov) 
 

COMMANDER DEEP SEA!!  
 

Greetings from the US Army Dive Company.  The warmer weather has brought a busy diving 
schedule to the company this spring.  First, we would like to say welcome to 1SG Marlo Mendoza, as the 
company’s new first sergeant.  1SG Pat Andrews and 1SG Marlo Mendoza conducted a change of 
responsibility in February.  Our sincerest thanks go out to 1SG Andrews for years of unwavering support 
and excellent leadership.  We wish you and your family the best as you retire and transition into the 
civilian world.  Welcome back, 1SG Mendoza, who is certainly no stranger to the company.  We know 
you will do extremely well and are looking forward to the upcoming year. 
 The Dive Company has been busy over the past three months.  In January, we went to Fort Pickett 
for a week of weapons ranges.  The 86th Engineer Dive Team went to British Columbia, Canada to 
conduct a joint training exercise with Canadian Divers and then went to Ketchikan, AK to inspect a  
breakwater.  In February, the 544th Engineer Dive Team deployed teams to Key West, FL and Savannah,  
GA in support of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Marine Sanctuaries Program.  
The missions were extremely successful and the Dive Company is looking forward to future missions for 
NOAA now that the relationship is established thanks to the excellent work by 544th.  In March, 86th 

SGT Prince’s JMPI prior to an airborne jump off of Fort Story 
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deployed to Portland, OR in support of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District, to 
conduct inspections and maintenance on numerous dams and navigational locks.  The 511th Engineer Dive 
Team completed preparation for an extended deployment this summer to Fort Lauderdale and Key West, 
FL to recover tires and assist in the mooring of the USAFS Vandenburg sinking and artificial reef 
program.  Finally, the 569th Engineer Dive Team is back in action.  It has been a long road coming but the 
equipment is slowly coming back to life.  569th conducted a hydrographic survey of the Juliett 484 
submarine in Providence, RI in March, and is preparing for deployment to salvage the submarine this 
summer.  The 74th Engineer Dive Team is doing well deployed.  They are performing some great missions 
downrange and have received numerous recognitions for jobs well done.  Keep up the great work. The 
next three months are going to be busy as well.  511th will remain deployed to Florida through mid-
summer.  86th is deploying to Korea and Vietnam and 544th is deploying personnel with 569th to 
Providence, RI.  We are very excited about the great upcoming missions and this summer should prove to 
be very rewarding.  Thank you to everyone for a great past three months.  I am extremely proud of all that 
you do.  HOOYAH!  DEEP SEA!!!  
 
CPT Charles Denike 
Commander, US Army Dive Company 
 
1SG Marlo Mendoza 
First Sergeant, US Army Dive Company 
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74th POSEIDON Supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom 
 
Greetings from the cradle of civilization!  The 74th Engineer Dive Team arrived in Kuwait on 

January 15th and has hit the ground sprinting.  Since arriving a little over two months ago, the 74th has 
completed six anti-terrorism / force protection swims in Qatar, numerous ships husbandry and survey 
missions in Kuwait, and five survey and construction missions in Iraq.  Once one adds in maintenance, 
services, training, operations, and quality of life projects; this is a rigorous schedule in only 60 days.  The 
74th has no plans to slow down as dive missions throughout the theater continue to develop. 

In our first mission in western Iraq, a small team deployed to fix a pump house that feeds water to 
the local townspeople.  The divers changed out pipe flanges and helped develop a more efficient pumping 
system.  

    

 
 

The picture on the left shows two divers hard at work; one cutting and the other one removing a 
pipe flange.  The picture on the right shows that the team members still had a little extra time for some 
“Rock Band.”  We don’t want to make any assumptions, but we may have one of the most talented groups 
of Rock Band players in the Army.  Another mission consisted of a wet reconnaissance of a sunken bridge 
span in central Iraq.  The span needs to be removed and the divers were able to give critical dimensions 
for further analysis to aid in the removal process.  Below on the left is a picture of the dive team, engineer 
interpreter, and project OIC.  The right shows a picture of the dive team doing initial survey work on the 
bridge span. 
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A third mission in Iraq consisted of a pontoon inspection for follow-on rehabilitation operations.  

The dive team shown below dove in some of the worst water in the world – worse than 3rd Port at Fort 
Eustis, VA.  The visibility was worse than zero and the tidal change was almost four meters.  
Nonetheless, the dive team still accomplished the mission while earning a certificate of appreciation from 
the supported Corps. 
 

 
 

The Soldiers of the 74th continue excellence everyday as they go out and exceed the standards in 
everything that they do.  During a bow repair mission in Kuwait, SSG Joseph Wulczynski, SSG Thomas 
Kneipp, SGT Timothy Tanfield, and SPC Russell Gilliland received the Naval Achievement Medal for 
their hard work repairing a bow.  Their work on the bow saved the Navy thousands of dollars while 
keeping the vessel out of the maintenance shop for several weeks.  On a mission in Iraq, CPT Trent 
Geisler, SFC Mike von Keyserling, SSG Thomas Kneipp, SGT Timothy Tanfield, and SPC Eric Bailey 
received an impact Army Achievement Medal for their efforts to help in the successful placement of a 
Ribbon Assault Bridge.  The dive team recently sported six daring individuals to play in a local dodge ball 
tournament.  After losing their first game, the team rallied and won six consecutive games to put them 
into the championship match.  Without rest, and tired from intense competition, the team managed to hold 
out for second place.   

Aside from the accolades earned as a team, a few individual accomplishments have been made.  
SPC Gilliland was promoted from private first class to specialist and SGT Daniel Gorman earned his 
Salvage Diver rating.  PFC Andre Reece will become a United States citizen in the month of April and 
continue to do great things as one of the hardest workers on the Dive Team.  SPC Paolo Cavenaghi placed 
first in his age group during one of the Kuwait Naval Base 5K runs earlier in the month of March and he 
was awarded one half day off of his choosing! 

The divers have also managed to squeeze in some time for VIP visits.  While the 7th Dive Team 
was here with us, we took a few moments to snap some pictures with actress Scarlett Johansson.  She was 
fortunate that we let her come down to the sprung shelter to sign our chamber.  She wrote, “Can you 
handle the pressure?”.  
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In closing, the 74th would like to thank all of our families, friends, and co-workers for the 
continued support.  Every package we receive and every letter we read lets us know that we haven’t been 
forgotten – all of your support truly means a lot.  We miss everyone dearly, but the time is flying by and 
we look forward to meeting up with our loved ones soon.  In the meantime, we will continue working 
hard and making a better name for the Deep Sea Diving Community.  God Bless and HOOYAH DEEP 
SEA!!! 

 
 
CPT Trent Geisler 
Team Leader, 74th Engineer Dive Team 
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THE MIGHTY 86 th 
 
So far 2008 has been high paced and has sent the 86th all over the northwest and even Canada.  A 

five man team who was led by SSG Mike Randall, deployed to Victoria, Canada and participated in 
Exercise Roguish Buoy this past January.  The two week exercise focused on refining underwater 
searching, light salvage, and underwater construction TTPs.  The exercise provided an opportunity for the 
exchange of tactical and technical concepts and exercised inter-operability between United States, 
Canadian, and Belgium dive forces.  Our Canadian hosts provided all the logistical support, training, and 
equipment and allowed the 86th to fall in and rack up bottom time.  Through daily after action meetings 
and a conclusive report, the 86th was able to provide our allied divers to the north with insight into 
advanced techniques, knowledge, and comparable operating procedures to help improve their dive 
program.  Hopefully the exchange of training and information will continue through future training 
opportunities. 

 

 
During operation Roguish Buoy, a salvage mission was conducted with the help of a BD crane to recover 

an APC  
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The team followed Roguish Bouy with a 1000 mile drive north across British Columbia and a 

short six hour ferry ride and conducted an inspection of the floating breakwater system in the vicinity of 
Bar Harbor, Ketchikan, AK from 3-9 FEB 2008 for U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  The 86th 
Engineer Dive Team was provided support by U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Base Ketchikan, USCG Mobile 
Security and Surveillance Team (MSST) Anchorage, and the Ketchikan Harbor Master Office.  An 
inspection was performed by making visual inspections of the breakwater both on the surface and 
underwater with over 400 minutes of bottom time in depths up to 110’.  There are two floating breakwater 
structures that consist of reinforced concrete 4.5' x 6' hollow section members filled with polystyrene and 
configured in an open cell ladder formation.  The larger breakwater consists of four post tensioned 
breakwater modules which are 240’ in length for a total breakwater length of 960’.  The modules are 
connected by six wire rope cables.  The other breakwater consists of one individual floating module of 
120’ in length.  Both structures have hawsepipes through every third transverse member to the breakwater 
where each mooring leg is secured and the mooring legs terminate at a 16' long x 16' wide x 5' high 
concrete anchor block.   

 

 
1LT Russell Destremps and SFC Brett Boyer enjoy the February Alaskan sunshine 
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Upon completion of the inspection the team found that there were numerous critical and non 

critical repairs needed on the breakwater.  A full report was submitted to USACE and a follow on mission 
to conduct the repairs is currently being scheduled within the next year.  The follow on mission will 
replace or repair the wire rope connecting several of the modules, repair and reattach several chain anchor 
legs, replacement of the wood bumper system surrounding the breakwater, and also repair the concrete 
surface of the breakwater. 

While the five man team was finishing the inspection in AK, SSG Rhode took a three man team to 
OR to conduct ROV inspections, reconnaissance, and site survey for USACE in preparation for the March 
deployment.  Two weeks after touching back on the ground the team remobilized to Portland, OR to begin 
a month long mission in support of USACE Northwestern Division led by SSG Weston Cox.  This 
mission has become a reoccurring operation thanks to the success of the 74th and 511th over the last 
several years and has taken place in March of each year, coinciding with the maintenance period 
scheduled for the dams located along the Columbia and Snake River.  COL Miles, the USACE Northwest 
Division Commander, and former 29th Engineer Battalion Commander knows the capabilities of U.S. 
Army Divers and did not hesitate to fill our schedule with missions throughout the region.  The team 
started on a project site in Lewiston, ID and worked its way west through WA and OR stopping at Ice 
Harbor Dam, Lower Granite Dam, John Day Dam, The Dalles Dam, Bonneville Dam, and even stopped 
to support the USCG with a pile cutting and removal operation at USCG Station Portland.  Jobs 
performed on these dams included fish tracking antennae installation and removal, trash boom inspection 
and repair, sediment and specimen sampling 
in search of residual levels of 
polychlorinated biphenyls from previous 
contamination, navigational lock bulkhead 
and stop log inspections and sill sweeping, 
dam undercutting and erosion surveys, 
irrigation and levee system cleaning and 
inspection, pipe cutting and removal, and 
extensive ROV survey and video rendering.  
The team has become experts in dive side 
setup, breakdown, mobilization, and has 
logged an extensive amount of bottom time 
over the course of this mission. 

Outside of these missions the 86th 
has added PFC James Vahl to the ranks of 
Airborne Divers after completing Jump 
School in February.  SPC Nicholas has 
climbed his way up to SGT Nicholas (but 
remains short none the less).  HOOYAH!! 
DEEP SEA!!! 
 
1LT Russell Destremps 
Platoon Leader, 86th Engineer Dive Team        SPC Benjamin Lane and PFC William Gehry take a 75’ 

   ride via crane to inspect the navigational lock at John Day 
   Dam 
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511th TRIDENT 
 
Greetings from the 511th! As the weather starts to get warmer, our activities at the Dive Company 

are starting to heat up. Our team has been preparing for a multitude of missions, most of which will be 
occurring in Florida. These future projects include salvaging tires from an artificial reef in Fort 
Lauderdale; assisting with the setup of a four point moor for the USAFS Vandenberg, which will be sunk 
off the coast of Key West; and assisting the Coast Guard with the removal of piles between central Miami 
and Fort Lauderdale. Much of our time has been consumed by planning and extensive maintenance, 
although we haven’t heard many complaints from these divers who are looking forward to spending 
almost 100 days of TDY in the Sunshine State. 
 The month of January saw our Company fresh off of winter Exodus and getting into the swing of 
training. The Dive Company headed out to Fort Pickett for Range Week, which consisted of a series of 
events designed to sharpen our basic soldiering skills and qualify all Soldiers on their weapons. In 
addition to weapons qualification, Soldiers received training in demolitions, timber cutting, and both 
convoy and zodiac live fire exercises. To supplement this training, SGT Key instructed an excellent 
combatives class which allowed all members of the team to gain confidence in their choking and limb-
breaking skills. 
 

 
SSG Harrison and SPC Hyre showing off their timber cutting skills 
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SGT Polivka and PFC Ford spend some quality time with demo 

 
In preparation for the Fort Lauderdale tire salvage mission, members of the team flew to Broward 

County to meet with the environmental officials who were spearheading the cleanup effort. The Dive 
Company has established a positive reputation with this project, and our participation is ensured for the 
next several years. In February, we continued to hone our Engineer skills by conducting a land navigation 
course at Fort Pickett. This was followed by Situational Training Exercises at Cheatham Annex, where 
Soldiers brought together all their skills in first aid, land nav, and radio procedures. 
 As April approaches, our team has begun the transition from training and maintenance to prepping 
our gear for loadout. SSG Harrison and SSG Wieder have been placed in charge of our missions to Fort 
Lauderdale and Key West, and our team has done a tremendous job of supporting one another to ensure 
we are prepared for the challenges ahead. Since this TDY will be one of the longer missions this 
Company has seen in a while, it’s important that Soldiers plan ahead with their families to ensure all loose 
ends (read, taxes) are taken care of. 
 The 511th is proud to take on our newest member of the team, SGT Benjamin Duck and his wife 
Misty with their three children, Austin, Jordan, and Scott. We also extend our congratulations to SSG 
Travis Kaufman and his wife Jamie for the birth of Gabrielle Kaufman, as well as to SGT Michael Tucker 
and his wife Brenda for the birth of Cody Tucker. We bid farewell to SSG Sean Rowley, who will be 
serving as an instructor for Phase 2 of the Dive School in Panama City Beach, FL.  
 This year will certainly be one of the most memorable for the Dive Company, and the 511th is 
looking forward to the quality training and Soldier development that these missions will provide. There is 
no question in my mind that our team will perform with distinction and carry on the tradition and high 
standards that are associated with Army diving.  HOOYAH!! DEEP SEA!!!  
 
1LT Scott Sann 
Platoon Leader, 511th Engineer Dive Team 
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544th SEA MONKEY  
 

 Hello again from the 544th.  Well, the “busy season” has begun for our team.  We kicked off the 
New Year by going to the field to qualify with our M16’s, and participate in a zodiac live fire and convoy 
live fire ranges.  During the M16 qualification range, SGT Ross Henderson shot a perfect score.  For that, 
and scoring a 300 on our most recent APFT, SGT Henderson was awarded the Army Achievement 
Medal, HOOYAH!  After the range we had time to prepare for our next mission to Key West, Florida.  
SSG Tyler Dodd took an eight man team, consisting of 1LT Kozlowski, SSG Langley, SSG Lester, SGT 
Frey, SGT Turner, SGT Murphy, SPC Sears, to Key West on a job for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), to perform needed maintenance on 35 miles of boundary markers 
in the Florida Key’s National Marine Sanctuary. 
 

   
SGT Turner working on a mooring buoy line 

 

 
SGT Frey surfacing in seaweed 
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Next SSG Christian Normandy took SSG Langley, SGT Gills, SGT Dunham, SGT Turner, SGT 

Bingham, SPC Sears, and SPC Nicholas to Savannah, GA, also in support of NOAA, to complete various 
scuba diving jobs at Grey’s Reef Marine Sanctuary.  During that same week SSG Dodd, 1LT Kozlowski, 
SSG Lester, and SPC Norsesian performed a hydrographic survey in San Diego, CA for the upcoming 
Joint Logistics Over the Shore (JLOTS) mission.  In addition to these missions, we have team members 
planning on attending dive jobs all over the world, from Korea, to Rhode Island, Seattle, Vietnam, and 
back. 
 After an almost four year hiatus, the 544th is honored to welcome back SSG Donald Roger Lester 
to the Army dive field.  We are happy to have you back Big Buddy.  We’ve also had a couple additions to 
the deep sea family in the past few months.  SGT Henderson and his wife Jennifer welcomed their first 
son, Gage, into the world in January.  Also SGT Whitney Fuller, the team’s medic, had his NINTH child 
in February, a girl.  Unfortunately, the 544th also said goodbye to SGT Kyle Broughton, SPC Winston 
Edwards, and SGT Brian Myers.  All three of them spent four years in the Army, and completed a tour in 
Kuwait/Iraq with the 544th in support of Iraqi Freedom.  They were all assets to this team and will be 
missed.  Best of luck fellas, fair winds and following seas.  Other than that we’ll keep you all updated as 
we continue to dive the world and rock out.  HOOYAH!! DEEP SEA!!! 
 

 
 

SSG Christian Normandy 
Squad Leader, 544th Engineer Dive Team 
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569th HOO-YAH!!!      
 
Hello and Happy Easter from the “Headshed”.  The 569th Engineer Dive Team begins the spring 

season with the change of responsibility between 1SG Patrick Andrews and 1SG Marlo Mendoza.  We 
would like to thank 1SG Andrews for his hard work and dedication to the US Army Dive Company, the 
dive community, and the 569th.  We wish him good luck in all of his future endeavors.  The newly 
appointed First Sergeant is no stranger to this unit, and will no doubt continue to uphold the standard set 
down by so many before him: “Performance Under Pressure”. 

   The Russian Submarine Juliet 484 as she sits moored in Providence, Rhode Island 
 
This spring has been full of activity due to the change of responsibility and a large portion of the 

Dive Company deploying for missions.  The tempo has sped up as 2008 will be very busy.  To date we 
have had teams deploy to Alaska, Florida, Georgia, Oregon, and Washington.  These missions represent 
only a small fraction of destinations the Dive Teams will be traveling to this year.  Future missions for the 
next three months include travel to the Republic of South Korea, People’s Republic of Vietnam, 
California, Florida, and Rhode Island. 

The 569th personnel will be actively involved in deploying to these upcoming missions.  SSG 
Prater will be leading a joint team, including six personnel from the 569th, to salvage the Russian 
submarine Julliet 484 (K-77) in Providence, Rhode Island.  This is an actual Cold War era Russian 
Submarine, and has previously been utilized by Hollywood for the motion picture “K-19: The 
Widowmaker”.  On 17 April 2007, in a large storm, Julliet 484 sank at its mooring. 

The 569th would like to welcome a new medic to the team, SPC Anjanet Navarro.  She will be a 
good addition to the Headshed.  We would also like to congratulate all Dive Company members who will 
be welcoming new members into their families in the next few months.  HOOYAH!! DEEP SEA!!! 
 
SSG Curtis C. Custer 
Operations Sergeant, 569th Engineer Dive Team 
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7th Dive  
U.S Army Dive Company 
Fort Shafter, Hawaii 
 
Aloha from Hawaii, 

This quarter has been an exciting one for the 7th Engineer Dive Team.  We capped off our OIF 
deployment with a pump house repair in Fallujah, Iraq in early January.  After removing two intake 
valves in order to have major repairs conducted on the vital water source, 7th Dive rushed back to Kuwait, 
conducted a turn over with the 74th Engineer Dive Team and then flew back to Hawaii in early February.   
     

 
  Since returning to Hawaii, the 7th Dive Team has completed its Reverse Soldier Readiness 
Program, taken block leave and just started getting its equipment back from Kuwait.   

While moving around the world this quarter, we are also happy to report that we have had two 
promotions.  SGT Evers was promoted to Staff Sergeant, and SPC Loper was promoted to Sergeant 

Currently, the dive team is switching out its command team.  After a seven year run, 1SG 
Heikkinen has stepped out of the 1SG position and 
has begun his retirement process.  SFC Baumgartner 
has now taken over for 1SG Heikkinen and is doing 
great things for the dive team.  CPT Curtin and CPT 
Darrow have started Change of Command 
Inventories, and CPT Curtin will be passing the 
guidon over on 30 May.   
 While this quarter has not produced many dive 
jobs, we are starting to fill the fourth quarter calendar 
to get 7th Dive active once again in the Pacific 
Theater. 
    On my way out the door, I would like to thank 
all those I’ve worked with in Army Diving over the 
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years.  I don’t ever expect to have a better job or work with better crews than the ones I’ve been 
associated with in Deep Sea Diving.  I will be land-locked for the next few years at Fort Leavenworth.  
Aloha. 
 
 
HOO YAH DEEP SEA! 
 
TRITON VI 
CPT Dan Curtin  
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Delta Company  
U.S. Army Engineer Dive School  
CPT West 
 

Delta Company kicked off the New Year by simultaneously instructing the two largest classes that 
we’ve had at the Dive School in recent memory.  The classes on board consisted of Soldiers, Sailors, 
Coast Guardsmen, and Civilians totaling nearly 60 dive candidates.  Even with the increased load, the 
most professional instructors in the Army continue to do a great job and perform outstanding work in this 
truly joint environment.   

As we brought in the New Year, we had to say good-bye to two of our Master Divers as MSG 
James Musser and SFC Terry Bryant retired after 21 years and 24 years of service respectfully.  MSG 
Musser and family plan to enjoy his retirement in Panama City, where as SFC Bryant plans on moving 
back to Cajun Country and the bayous of Louisiana to, finally, spend well deserved time with his family 
and some crawfish.  Both of these fine divers will be missed by not only Delta Company, but by the Dive 
Field in general.  As we see two great divers retire, we also see two Soldiers begin their dive careers in the 
National Guard.  CPT James Proctor and SPC Joseph Weiland have become the first two National 
Guardsmen to go through dive training in well over 20 years.  These two pioneers, joined a class of 31 to 
make up the largest dive class run by the Army in recent years.      

February began with the reinstatement of the Training Officer’s Challenge, where the Naval 
Diving and Salvage Training Center Training Officer challenged the all dive students to a two hour long 
PT session that saw the Army class take first and fourth place in a field of approximately 30 teams.  This 
shows just how great a job our instructors are performing as they strive to train the best military divers in 
the world.  On a similar note, the Coast Guard, in an attempt to grow their dive program selected to 
Consolidate with the Army’s training due to the similar skill sets required by each service, as well as the 
extreme professionalism of the Army’s instructors.  The Coast Guard will now be sending approximately 
24 divers a year to the Army’s program, which was accredited by ACE in late February giving the 
Soldiers approximately 60 credit hours for attending AIT, BNCOC and ANCOC.  It wasn’t all roses for 
Delta Company as we had to say good-bye to our long time Supply Sergeant, Selene Sims.  Selene came 
to Delta Company in 2004, but after four years with the company she decided to get out of the military.  
She couldn’t stay away long as she pursued a Supply position as a Civilian working for Delta Company 
beginning in April 2008.   

The month of March was extremely busy as we saw the first ever graduation of a Coast Guard 2C 
course, an official curriculum review board conducted by TRADOC, a baby shower for Chris and Jessica 
West, arrival of new instructors, and the departing of the Baumgartner family.  With all this going on, the 
company also prepared for this year’s Master Diver Evaluations and still had time to have a little fun with 
the Company Commander’s Challenge.  The graduation of the Coast Guard 2C course drew visibility of 
the Coast Guard leadership as it was a memorable event for the Coast Guard dive program, graduating 
five 2C divers.  The official curriculum review board kicked off in mid-March and drew attention from 
the Coast Guard, the Sea Bees and TRADOC.  The purposed behind the CRB was to acquire more 
manning for the Dive School, as the throughput of divers increases here at Panama City.  The meeting 
appeared to be a success as the members of TRADOC are pushing to ensure manning at Panama City is 
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updated.  Speaking of manning, SSG Sean Rowley checked on board Delta Company in March and is 
welcomed with open arms as he will become a member of the 2C training team.  As we acquire the one 
instructor we say good-bye to SFC(P) Scotty Baumgartner, as he, his wife Krista, and their two kids 
(Bayla and Hazen) move to Hawaii to take over as the First Sergeant for 7th Engineer Team Dive.  Fair 
winds and following seas to the Baumgartner family. 

Delta Company looks forward to good weather as Spring shows its face down here in sunny 
Panama City so we can continue to train more divers in our attempt to support the Engineer Regiment.  
HOO-YAH!  DEEP SEA! 
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TACOM 
SFC Brian Adams 
 
From the Rock, 

The first new chamber was delivered to Fort Eustis.  The recompression chamber has not officially 
been turned over to the unit for use yet, there are still additional items that are required to interface with 
our existing support equipment before its fielded.  All of the additional required equipment, TM, and 
operational procedures are in their final stages and should be validated by the next delivery scheduled 
during the month of June.  The new equipment training for the recompression chamber is being worked 
out to facilitate the unit’s requirements since the units are so busy this year conducting missions 
throughout CONUS. 

The Capabilities Production Document (CPD) for the procurement of the new DES Underwater 
Photo Support Set and the combined Individual/Open Circuit SCUBA set is in the final phase of approval, 
KUDOS to SFC Burress.  PM-SKOT is moving forward with procurement actions to support this effort 
which will provide the field with new updated underwater photo, video, and robotic capabilities.  We will 
have several complete sets to evaluate in the near future.  Initial fielding will take place in the near future.  

I have been contacted several times reference the implementation of REV 6.  The material 
developer/equipment side of the issue is simple.  There is a requirements document in staffing designed to 
replace the SDASS and provide the equipment required to support O2 decompression IAW REV 6 O2 
decompression tables.  This system is scheduled to receive funding in FY 09.  Current funding is not 
available to procure an interim O2 System unless units submit a validated requirement such as an 
operational needs statement.  We are currently researching a light weight O2 manifold that is in 
development and should be ready for testing and evaluation early this summer.  I would be happy to field 
more in depth questions via e-mail brian.d.adams@us.army.mil or phone 309-782-1913. 

I was able to make a trip to visit the 
74th in theater.  They provided excellent feed 
back on a wide range of equipment issues.  
Since my return I have been receiving a steady 
supply of AAR’s, equipment issues and 
updates.  This information is very valuable 
and is highly appreciated.  Thanks for all you 
efforts and keep up the good work. 

SFC retired Mr. Clayton Haney, is the 
Systems Acquisition Manager for Army 
Diving.  His hard work and dedication is a 
true asset to the Engineer Dive Field.  I would 
just like take this opportunity to thank him for 
all his support.  HOO-YAH DEEP SEA!  
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Dive Association 
 
Fellow Divers, 

The US Army Divers Association is please to announce the "Grand Opening" of our On-line 
Store. The URL is http://www.ctobject s.com/appmfg/usada 

We have taken some of the old favorites and added a new polo design to start our selection.  Feel 
free to provide feedback to me related to customer service issues as well as suggestions for other items to 
carry. We do have a base stock of items ready for shipment.  Some items are made to order and may take 
a little more time.  So let's buy'em up and wear'em with pride. 
 
Deep Sea! 
 
Adam Brill 
brills@embarqmail.com 
Treasurer 
USADA 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

Class of 1982 
 
 

1960 Army Divers 
  



�� �� �� �� �� ��   �� �� �� �� ��   
Volume 4, Issue 1                                                                         23                                                                                   April 2008 

 

CSM Groninger as 1SG 
 
 
 
 

A blonde SFC Sisk, a young SFC Adams, and a bunch of other great guys 
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A skinny SFC Ramirez 
 

Look at the young 1SG Mendoza 
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A young MSG Spaw 


